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James J. Y. Liu’s Reference and Transformation
of “Representation” Theory

XU Bao—feng
Institute for Sinology Studies, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China

Abstract As a key sinologist in North American, James J. Y. Liu discovered the great philosophical and theoret-
ical differences between western and Chinese literary theories during the process of finding the common issues be-
tween western and Chinese poetics. James J. Y. Liu’s discussion of metaphysical theory, decisive theory and expres-
sive theory displayed an incisive and comparative eye of Chinese and western literary theory and showed his unique
understanding of “representation” theory. His reference and transformation of “representation” theory has exerted a
far-reaching influence on the sinology understanding of Chinese literary theory.
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